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CHAPTER V
WITH THE BRITISH

JTI-GERMAN riots which followed the Lmitania dis-
aster in London and other British cities resulted in the intern-
ment of thousands of German subjects who, by reason of
long residence and business connections in Britain, had up to
that time been treated with broad latitude.
The British propaganda service, also, believing that it was
wise to strike while the iron was hot, intensified its efforts
in stirring the United States into the war against Germany.
Dr. Walter Hines Page, American Ambassador to the Court
of St James's, frankly admitted that he believed that the
United States should join the Allies.
It was through the intervention of this diplomatic chief
that the British government allowed more liberties to Ameri-
can correspondents than to those of any other nation. Ship-
ping a destroyer load of Americans to Dublin for the Easter
rebellion was but one example.
Hence it came about that I was given permission to visit
the battle cruiser squadron in the Firth of Forth* The battles
of Dogger Bank and Heligoland Bight had been fought, and
the Germans were claiming that the British had lost the great
cruiser Tiger. In the Dogger Bank brush, the Germans had
lost the cruiser Blucher, while the Derrflinger, NLoltke, and
Seidlitz had been forced to run for cover in the German
mine-fields,
I was permitted to go aboard the Tiger and relate in des-
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